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Shared ownership
structures alone
don’t guarantee

equitable outcomes.

What does?

Investing in cultural
communities under

threat that are
governing with

belonging,
reciprocity, shared
responsibility, and

stewardship of
place.

What is culturally
rooted community
ownership? 

Institutional funders are under increasing pressure to
demonstrate real progress on equity, economic mobility, and
community resilience.

Yet traditional funding approaches – restricted grants, short
timelines, and limited community input to decision-making –
often fall short of addressing the root causes of wealth
inequality and displacement. The result is a growing gap
between institutional commitments and lived outcomes, putting
long-term impact, trust, and credibility at risk.

Rooted in traditions of mutual aid, collectivism, and cooperative
economics, culturally rooted community ownership addresses
wealth inequality, economic immobility, cultural erasure, and
displacement by aligning capital with local leadership and
shared governance. 

Own assets in their communities
Make collective decisions about those assets based on
shared values, vision, and sense of belonging 
Ensure local land, businesses, and resources directly benefit
community members 
Build financial wealth (asset ownership, enterprise equity,
intergenerational stability) and cultural power (the ability to
shape systems according to a community’s values and
worldview) 

An expression of solidarity, creativity, and a
reclamation of traditions that offer funders various
pathways to support local cultural and economic
self-determination during uncertain times.

Culturally rooted community ownership expands opportunities
for community members and representative community
institutions to:



The Form It Takes
Culturally rooted community ownership is not a single model, but an
ecosystem approach grounded in place, culture, and long-term
stewardship. It can leverage multiple legal and financial structures: 

Program grants
Institutional control
Short-term outputs

Service delivery
Extractive growth

Asset ownership and capital transfer
Democratic governance
Intergenerational wealth and resilience
Self-determination and agency
Cooperative, solidarity-based economies

Prioritize funding that enables artists and culture-bearers to lead community-owned models
Invest in approaches that transfer ownership and decision-making power
Align capital with community wealth-building
Use your influence to scale these practices

What Institutional Funders Can Do

What It Shifts for Funders

This is not incremental reform. It is a strategy for aligning capital with community power and
long-term shared prosperity.

Investing in culturally rooted community ownership shifts philanthropy from:

Download the Urban Institute research report Community Ownership
and Self-Determination: bit.ly/communityownershipreport

Learn More

Community Land Trusts: Land held in community control to prevent
displacement and ensure long-term stewardship
Cooperatives: Member-owned, democratically governed enterprises
Community Equity Endowments: Development equity allocated to
community-stewarded funds
Democratic Investment Funds: Community members collectively
decide how pooled capital is invested
Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs): Neighborhood structures
allowing residents to purchase shares in local real estate

https://bit.ly/communityownershipreport
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